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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LA PAZ 06308 1 12129Z 
71 

ACTION INT-05 

INFO OCT-OI ARA-10 ISO-00 EB-07 OES-06 /029 W 

090842 

R 1I2100Z AUG76 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1918 

UNCLAS LA PAZ 6308 

DEPT PASS INTERIOR USGS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TGEN, EMIN, BL 

SUBJECT: LITHIUM DISCOVERY IN SALAR DE UYUNI 
REE: STATE I96I85 

1. INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REFTEL PASSED TO MINISTRY OF 
MINES AND GOEBOL. 

2. MINISTRY AGREES WITH ERICKSON AND VINE ETA SEPTEMBER 12. 

IT APPEARS NOW THAT IN ADDITION TO GEOBOL PERSONNEL, USGS TEAM 
WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY SOME FRENCH (ORSTOM) AND UNIVERSITY 
OF SAN ANDRES GEOLOGISTS. WE DO NOT YET KNOW IE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF FOOTE MINERAL OR LITHIUM CORP. WILL BE 
IN COUNTRY AT THAT TIME. 

3. GOB IS REPORTEDLY PROCESSING FUNDS TO BE TURNED OVER 

TO EMBASSY EOR DISBURSEMENT TO COVER USGS TRAVEL AND LODGING 
EXPENSES. WE EXPECT TO RECEIVE FUNDS TRANSFER IN ABOUT TWO 
WEEKS. 

4. GEOBOL SEARCH FOR HAND HELD DRILL STILL WITHOUT 
SUCCESS BUT BELIEVE ONE WILL EVENTUALLY BE FOUND. 
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